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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHE MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ano ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 
Single copies aghe .20 
History MS choimevaoncounateNes 40 
NS ee $2.25 


Your Opportunity to Help 


Place a one year’s subscription to the 
MEGIDDO MESSAGE in the hands 
xs 


@ Your loved relatives 


@ Your friends— (Protestant, 


Catholic, Jew or Infidel) 
@ Your local Public Library 
@ Your Sunday School 


@ Your College or School Library 


A Booklet for These Times 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 
Have you read the booklet on this vita} 
subject? 


@ It reveals Biblical evidence concerning 
the second coming of Jesus and the estab- 
lishment of His Kingdom. 


@ It shows conclusively that Elijah the 
prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus. 


@ It contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist. 


@ It reveals the great moral reforma- 
tion that will follow his appearing. 


@ This booklet describes concisely the 
Battle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 


Send for your copy today. 
64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 
This same edition is available in pocket 


size, set in smaller type. Get these copies 
to send to your friends. 


One dozen copies 50 
Single copies 10 


This booklet, The Coming of Jesus 
and Elijah and the Great Battle of 
Armageddon has recently been _ trans- 
lated into the Polish language. 
I ssi cisiinsshdenhisectebensaiahnicents .20 
RD I II asinisisecccicsssnsnssesssss $2.00 


Subscribers, please send in names of your 
friends, who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for free sample copies. No 
obligation on your part or theirs. 





The Christian’s Battle Cry 


Dear Christian Friends: 

"Tis true, we need good reading, espe- 
cially the kind which alerts us to be always 
watchful and praying, lest we drift. There 
can be no standing still: we are either pro- 
gressing toward the goal, or retrograding. 
Hence “Onward Christian Soldiers” needs 
to be our battle cry. 

Galt, Ont. W. G. W. 
Refiner’s Fire 


Dear Maranatha Sisters, 

It was very interesting to read in the 
last MESSAGE we have received [Australia] 
—the little story on reflections. It was 
much the same as some recent reading. 
The story tells of a lady’s Bible class dis- 
cussing Malachi 3:2, 3. All thought “the 
fuller’s soap and the refiner’s fire’ were 
intended to convey the same view, except 
one. She thought there was something more 
to verse 3. “He shall sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver.” She went to a silver- 
smith to find out the process of the refining 
of silver. He told her; but, said she, “do 
you always sit and watch the process?” 
He explained, “Oh, yes. I must sit, with my 
eye steadily fixed on the furnace, since if 
it remain too long, it would be injured.” 
On reading this, Paul’s words in I Cor. 
10:13 came to my mind. “But God will 
not suffer you to be tempted or tried above 
that ye are able, but will with the temp- 
tation also make a way of escape, that ye 
may be able to bear it.” How comforting! 
And we do know that, if we keep diligent 
watch in our tower, we shall always see the 
better way and do what is pleasing in His 
sight; and shall escape from the harm of 
the evil way. 

God knows what is best for each one of 
us in our refining time, so let us strive 
to remember He is near to us, and does 
always know all about us. When our refin- 
ing time is over, may the likeness of Christ 
be brightly reflected in us; even as the 
silversmith knows exactly when his refining 
and purifying is finished, by seeing his 
own image in the molten silver. 

Warwick, Qld., Australia 


No Answer to This Bible Quiz 


Dear Mission Folks, 

It is time for me to let you know that I 
am still enjoying your literature and the 
blessed Word of the Lord. 

The Advent Christian people give cash 
prizes for answers to questions in the King 
James Version. $15.00 for this one: locate, 
“immortal soul,” “never dying soul,” “ever- 
lasting spirit,” “deathless spirit,” or “un- 
ending spirit.” As they had no answers, 
they offered $30.00 the next week and, of 
course, without any answers! 

That is one way to get people to search 
the Scriptures! 

Live Oak, Fla. 


A. B. 


H. F. 
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Divine Promise 


MONG EARTHBORNS there is no personage we 
would rather meet and have as our Friend than 
Jesus. When upon earth before, He went about 

doing good, He was a Healer of those suffering from 
physical affliction, He restored the dead to life. He was 
the friend of the downtrodden. He loved righteousness 
and held those who were righteous in the highest esteem, 
He called them His friends. “Ye are my friends, if ye 
do whatsoever I command you” (John 15:14). 

Jesus knew it was a part of His Father’s plan that 
He leave the earth and ascend to heaven. With His highly 
developed sense of feeling for others, Jesus knew that 
this tearing apart of earthly friendships would cause 
His friends grief, therefore He was careful to preinform 
them of His approaching departure, and diligent to 
assure them of His ultimate return. 

In His friendly discourse to His eleven disciples after 
the last supper, (Judas had already departed on his 
dastardly mission to betray his Lord) Jesus assured them 
at least three times of His return, as recorded in John 
14: “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, 
believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 
myself ... I will not leave you comfortless, I will come 
to you... Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, 
and come again unto you. .. And now I have told you 
before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye 
might believe” (vs. 1—3, 18, 28, 29). 

And as He ascended heavenward, borne by an angelic 
convoy, those bright visitants reassured the apostles that 
they would see their Lord upon earth again. They stood 
looking heavenward, wondering, in the excitement of the 
moment, what the phenomenon could mean. They had 
temporarily forgotten Jesus’ oft-repeated promise that 
He would return. And as they were deeply concerned 
with these thoughts, two men in bright apparel stood 
before them and said: “Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). This 
promise is repeated approximately thirty-five times in 
the New Testament Epistles. And in Jesus’ post-ascen- 
sion message to John, the book of Revelation, He repeated 
the promise that He made when upon earth: “Behold, I 
come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every 
man according as his work shall be” (22:12). 

The good offices which Christ is to fill upon His return 
to earth, are each a bud of promise in themselves. He 
will act in the role as peacemaker, to bring at long last, 
“peace on earth.” At the time of His birth the angels 
announced: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.” This never can be accom- 
plished without divine intervention. 

Christ is coming to abolish war. “He maketh wars to 
cease unto the ends of the earth; he breaketh the bow; and 
cutteth the spear in sunder” (Ps. 46:9). “And it shall 


come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the 
Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the moun- 
tains, and shall be exalted above the hills; ard all nations 
shall flow unto it. . . And he shall judge among the 
nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more” (Isa. 2: 
2, 4). 

And again, our reward will come with Jesus from 
heaven. “Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind,” 
said the apostle Peter, “be sobcr and hope to the end, for 
the grace (or reward) that is to be brought unto you 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (I Pet. 1:18). And 
let us quote Rev. 22: 12 once more: “And, behold I come 
quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man 
according as his ‘work shall be.” 


The Coming of Elijah 


In Malachi 4: 5, 6 we find a promise bud that enfolds 
God’s longsuffering, and His fatherly concern for the 
children of men. Known to Him are all His works from 
the beginning of creation. Hence He knew in advance 
how far mankind would wander from the true religion, 
how unbelieving they would be, that they would refuse 
to change from complete freedom of choice to divine 
discipline; hence, at Christ’s coming, would merit only 
His disfavor, and would be worthy merely to be smitten 
with a curse. Therefore He devised a plan to inaugurate 
a world-wide system of warning to turn the “children” 
of darkness to the “fathers” of light. The text in question 
describes this plan: “Behold, I will send you Elijah the 
prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful 
day of the Lord: and he shall turn the heart of the fathers 
to the children, and the heart of the children to their 
fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.” 

As plain as this once mentioned statement is, it seems 
to be complicated by other statements regarding John 
the Baptist, whom some persons believe was Elijah. Or, 
in other words, it seems to them that that particular 
bud has been pierced through by insects of uncertainty, 
so that its chances of ever blooming out into a full blown 
flower are very unlikely. We may wonder why the Bible 
should not speak so decisively on each question that no 
place could be left for doubt or cavil. In this we show 
our misconception of God’s plan of operation. The time 
has not yet arrived when the way is so plain that the 
“wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.” 
Study, comparison, and analysis are needed, if we would 
properly divide the Word of God. Paul’s command to 
Timothy presupposes this need. “Study to show thyself 
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (II Tim. 
2:15). One must compare spiritual things with spiritual 
if he would learn the mind of Christ. Proverbs 2 gives 
the formula for finding God’s knowledge: “My son, if 
thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments 
with thee; .. . if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest 
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up thy voice for understanding; if thou seekest her as 
silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; then 
shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find 
the knowledge of God” (vs. 1, 3—5). 

If it were otherwise why should Jude have admonished 
us to “Contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to 
the saints”? Or, why should Paul have said: “Without 
controversy, great is the mystery of godliness”? (I Tim. 
3:16). 

ad let us proceed to examine all that the Book has 
to say about Elijah and John the Baptist in their role 
as forerunners. Let us quote again Mal. 4: 5, 6, “Behold, 
I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall 
turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the 
heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and 
smite the earth with a curse.” This is plain, leaving no 
room for doubt or misunderstanding. “I will send you 
Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord.” The question is: is that 
prophecy still to be fulfilled, or did John fulfill it? Let 
us see. Words are signs of ideas, and what do the words 
sav? “I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.” Was 
Christ’s first advent in any sense the great and dreadful 
day of the Lord? No. It was not. Jesus came the first 
time as a lamb led to the slaughter. The nearest thing 
to any judicial acts that we have any record of was when 
Jesus caused the destruction of the two thousand swine 
when healing the insane man, and when He drove the 
money changers from the temple. 

That a time of trouble is to accompany Christ’s second 
coming is definitely taught in the Bible. We read in 
Dan. 12:1: “At that time shall Michael stand up, the 
great prince which standeth for the children of thy 
people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as 
never was since there was a nation even to that same 
time.” We read again in Rev. 1:7, “Behold, he cometh 
with clouds; and every eye shall see him. . . and all kin- 
dreds of the earth shall wail because of him.” And again: 
“And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power” (II Thess. 1: 7—9). These texts 
picture the great and dreadful day of the Lord. 

Now these divine forecasts agree perfectly with the 
forecast in Malachi 4. The chapter begins; “For, behold, 
the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the 
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shali be stubble: 
and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the 
Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor 
branch.” And the chapter closes with: “Behold, I will 
send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord.” At Christ’s first 
coming there was no day burning as an oven, devouring 
the wicked, leaving them neither root nor branch. All 
the proud and all that did wickedly were not destroyed. 
The Sun of righteousness did not arise upon those who 
feared His name so they grew as calves of the stall, 
enabling them to tread down the wicked, as ashes under 
the soles of their feet, as we read in Mal. 4: 2. 

The destruction of Jerusalem has been mentioned as 


possibly the great and dreadful day of the Lord. But 
that date does not agree with the beginning of Christ’s 
ministry. It was forty years later; and more, it does not 
fit into the forecast in Daniel’s prophecy of a time of 
trouble such as never was. Suppose we assume, for 
argument’s sake, that the destruction of Jerusalem was 
the worst cataclysm ever to be visited upon an urban 
community up to that time, even that does not identify 
it as the “great and dreadful day of the Lord.” That 
great and terrible day was to parallel the time of judg- 
ment, when “many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some 
to shame and everlasting contcmpt.” We learn from II 
Tim. 4: 1 that the resurrection and judgment is scheduled 
to take place at Christ’s second coming. Furthermore, 
the time of trouble which is to accompany Christ’s second 
coming will be a thousand times more destructive than 
the destruction of Jerusalem. Jeremiah 25:33 informs 
us that the “slain of the Lord shall be at that day from 
one end of the earth even unto the other end of the 
earth.” The forecast of Mal. 4: 1 is that “all the proud. . . 
and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble,” and as such 
shall be destroyed. However, it is crystal clear that all 
the proud and all that do wickedly were not in Jerusalem 
at the time of its destruction. 

One might assume by the wording of Mal. 4: 4, that 
its fulfillment before the termination of the Mosaic law 
is indicated, but that would only be circumstantial evi- 
dence. It would not prove the assumption to be a fact. 
The text reads: “Remember ye the law of Moses my 
servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all 
Israel, with the statutes and judgments.” Could we not 
glean from these words the lesson that as certain as 
the statutes of the Mosaic law were carried out, so cer- 
tainly God’s judgments will come upon the wicked in 
the day that shall “burn as an oven”? Hebrews 2: 1—3 
seems to put this thought into words: “Therefore we 
ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which 
we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. 
For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and 
every transgression and disobedience received a just 
recompense of reward; how shall we escape if we neglect 
so great salvation. . .?” 


Elijah and John, Two Different Men, Two Different 
Missions 


Malachi 4: 5 reads, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the 
prophet.” We have no knowledge of Elijah’s forebears, 
and only a brief history of his life. His earthly career 
did not end by death, the phenomenon of his being taken 
away from the earth by the chariots of fire was attested 
to by a number of reliable witnesses. This supernatural 
intervention into the usual course of events seems to 
indicate some extraordinary work for him. Mal. 4:5 
specifies that work. 

Now, John the Baptist was not Elijah. He was the 
son of Zacharias and Elizabeth. And his work was cut 
out for him in advance; he was to go before Christ in 
the “spirit and power of Elias,” not as Elias, himself. 


Did John Know His Own Identity? 


He should have; every man in average mental health 
should know who he is. Let us read John 1: 19—24 and 
see if John knew who he was. “And this is the record of 
John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
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Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? And he confessed, 
and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. And 
they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he 
saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And he answered, 
No. Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may 
give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou 
of thyself? He said, I am the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said 
the prophet Esaias.” It was Isaiah who foretold the 
coming of John the Baptist as the forerunner of Christ’s 
first advent, while the prophet Malachi foretold the 
coming of Elijah before Christ’s second appearing. 

A correspondent living in Alberta, Canada, has written 
taking issue with our proclamation concerning Elijah’s 
coming. Here is what he says: “You state, ‘What Jesus 
said is true, but He did not say that John the Baptist 
was Elijah.’ ” Then he continues, “If you will refer to 
St. Matthew, chapter 11, vs. 7 to 15, you will have Jesus’ 
comment on John’s ministry and in v. 14, the following, 
‘And if ye will receive it, this is Elias which was for to 
come.’ 

“Later in your article you state: ‘It was the prophet 
Isaiah who foretold the coming of John the Baptist as 
the forerunner of Christ’s first advent, while the prophet 
Malachi foretold the coming of Elijah the prophet before 
Christ’s second appearing.’ Does this statement agree 
with St. Matthew, ch. 11, v. 18 which states: ‘For all 
the prophets and the law prophesied until John.’ ”? It 
appears that the point that our correspondent is trying 
to make is that Malachi prophesied until John only, 
therefore that prophecy is closed, and we need not look 
for Elijah to come. But it cannot be denied that many 
of the long-range prophecies reached far beyond John. 
Matthew 11:13 in the American Translation reads: 
“For up to the time of John all the prophets and the 
Law itself prophesied about it,” the “it” obviously refer- 
ring to the kingdom of heaven which was then being 
preached. Moffatt translates Matt. 11:12, 13, “From 
the days of John the Baptist until now, they are pressing 
into the Realm of heaven—these eager souls are storm- 
ing it! Till John, it was but prophesied, by all the proph- 
ets and the law; and he, if you care to believe it, he is 
the Elijah who is to come.” Till John, the pressing into 
the Realm of heaven was but prophesied, now they were 
to see the actual fulfillment of that prophecy; but not 
that all prophecies terminated with John. 

The fact that Jesus said, “And if ye will receive it, 
this is Elias, which was for to come,” in no way suggests 
that he replaced Elijah, or that John’s mission as the 
forerunner of Christ’s first coming fulfilled the prophecy 
of Mal. 4:5. It agrees perfectly with Gabriel’s statement 
as to the purpose of John’s coming; he was to go before 
Christ “in the spirit and power of Elijah,” but not as 
Elijah himself. 


Two Comings, Two Forerunners 


In Matthew 17 we read the narrative of the transfigu- 
ration. Moses and Elias had appeared to them in vision. 
Inasmuch as it was commonly believed among the Jews 
that Elijah would come, it was quite natural that just 
having seen Elijah in vision they should ask the Lord, 
“Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come?” 
After Jesus had answered the disciples’ question and 
told them of the coming of Elijah to restore all things, 
He then said to them, “But I say unto you, That Elias 


is come already, and they knew him not.” How had Elias 
come already? Just as the prophet Isaiah had foretold, 
and the angel Gabriel had earlier predicted, John the 
Baptist had come in the spirit and power of Elias. 

Urcn surface reading, Jesus’ Words in Matt. 17:12 
weuld seem to contradict what He had just said in verse 
11. There is no contradiction, however. He was speaking 
of two different men preceding His two different 
comings. He first spoke of Elijah the prophet whose 
coming was to precede His second advent, and then of 
John the Baptist who had come as the forerunner of His 
first appearing. It is enlightening to note that John had 
already fulfilled his mission as Christ’s first forerunner, 
had been beheaded by Herod and was dead when Jesus 
said, “Elias truly shall (future tense) first come, and 
restore ail things.” He certainly could not have been 
speaking about the same individual in both statements. 
Verse 13 shows the disciples ccmprehended His meaning: 
“Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them 
of John the Baptist.” If the disciples had ears to hear, 
shall ours be so heavy that we will not hear? If they 
understood of whom Jesus spoke, shall our understand- 
ing be so dull that we cannot take it in? 

There is another point in Jesus’ answer to His disciples 
in Matt. 17:12 that is worth considering: “But I say 
unto you, That Elias is come already and they knew him 
not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed.” 
There is nothing to indicate that such an eventuality 
was to overtake Elijah the Tishbite who was taken te 
heaven, and who is to return before the “great and dread- 
ful day of the Lord.” 

And there are other questions that could propound 
themselves to us in connection with the coming of Elijah. 
How could Christ be said to come as a thief in the night 
if His coming is to be announced? A thief does not 
announce his coming. Actually the coming of Elijah is 
a part of Christ’s coming. It will mark the beginning of 
the day of the Lord, which is what Jesus must have 
referred to. I Thessalonians 5: 4 reads, “But ye, brethren, 
are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you 
as a thief.”” Whether God’s long spell of silence is broken 
by the coming of Jesus, or Elijah, that day will overtake 
the unbelieving world, and the unprepared servants as 
a thief. Many of those warned by Elijah will not believe 
his message anyway. The forecast of Jesus’ coming is 
made repeatedly throughout the Bible, yet should He 
come today the masses would be taken by surprise. 

Another question that might occur to us is: Why 
didn’t the Apostles say something about the coming of 
Elijah if he is to come? Well, let us not be too certain 
that they did not say something about it. We read in 
I Thess. 4:16, “The Lord Himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first.” That certainly describes Elijah’s mission. 
If the dead and living are to be caught up together to 
meet the Lord in the air, they will have to be resurrected 
before this initial meeting takes place. It was foretold 
that Elijah would restore all things, and raising the dead 
would come under that catagory. 

A survey of the allusions to John the Baptist in the 
Gospels reveals the following: Matt. 3:3; Luke 3:4; 
John 1: 23, state he was the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, as foretold by Isaiah. Mark is content to say, 
“It is written in the prophets,” and then proceeds to 
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quote the wording of Malachi 3 and Isaiah 40. 

The phrasing of Malachi 3, “Behold I send my mes- 
senger which shall prepare the way before thee,” is em- 
ployed of John in Matt. 11:10; Mark 1:2; Luke 7: 27. 
Luke 1:76 reads similarly: “And thou, child, shalt be 
called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before 
the face of the Lord to prepare his ways.” According 
to Luke 1:17 he was to go before Christ “in the spirit 
and power of Elias,” which was followed by the virtual 
wording of Mal. 4:5: “to turn the hearts of the fathers 
to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 
In this text Gabriel’s words stress that he would come 
in the “spirit and power of Elias, not as Elias himself.” 

Malachi 4: 5 is too plain, and the work that Elijah will 
do is too definitely marked out, to be disbelieved. It 
is a bud of promise whose unfolding can certainly be 
expected; we can well look forward with bright antici- 
pation to the time when that promise bud will burst and 
bloom out into glorious and radiant reality. 


Editorial 


W E FREQUENTLY, under varying circumstances 





and conditions of life, hear the question, “Is 

he making headway?” The mariner who is 
an expert in the art of navigation, whether in command 
of a sailing vessel or an ocean greyhound, understands 
the favoring breezes, the shifts of the helm, the certain 
channels by which his ship or giant boat, as the case 
may be, may make the gain of even a few knots a day, 
which all counts on the course to be run. On a trans- 
atlantic voyage the record of each day’s run is eagerly 
watched for by an expectant throng of passengers all 
eager to reach their destination in as short a time as 
possible: and very evident is the satisfaction and pleasure 
if favorable weather permits of a steady increase of 
knots for the twenty-four hours. 

From nautical imagery we may learn useful lessons 
for life at large. There are times when progress seems 
slow, when the waves of baffling circumstances, ill 
health, and disappointment beat on our frail bark with 
tempestous force. It is at such times, more than any, 
we need to keep in view, and keep the ship headed for, 
the distant port at which when all the storms and tem- 
pests are over we hope safely to anchor. 

A large part of a life’s work is built up from small 
increments. The stately building is erected, stone on 
stone or brick on brick; the sculptor with his hammer 
and chisel slowly evolves from the mass of stone that 
which he started out to carve; the painter stands day 
after day before the canvas with patience and skill, 
executing by each careful stroke of the brush the paint- 
ing, the beauty and realism of which may attract the 
eyes of the world. It denotes the making of headway and 
the need of steady perseverance. 

Our business in life is to make headway, to make it 
in the right direction and all the time, “for here we 
have no continuing city, but we seek one to come.” And 
for every step registered in the direction of this City 
let us thank God and take courage, and though the winds 
of adversity may blow, every traveler may, by gaining 
an increasing mastery over self, make sufficient head- 
way to anchor safely in port. 


A Bit Of Experience 


I have met with a good many people, 
In jogging o’er life’s varied way; 
I’ve encountered the clever, the simple, 
The crabbed, the grave, and the gay; 
I have traveled with beauty, with virtue, 
I have been with ugly and bad, 
I have laughed with the ones who were merry 
And wept with the ones who were sad. 


One thing I have learned on my journey— 
Ne’er judge one by what he appears. 

The eyes that seem sparkling with laughter 
Oft battle to keep back the tears, 

And long, sanctimonious faces 
Hide often the souls that are vile, 

While the heart that is merry and cheerful 
Is often the freest from guile. 


And, too, I have learned that most friendships 
We make are as brittle as glass. 

Just let a reverse overtake us— 
Our “friends” on the “other side” pass. 

But, ah! I have found some few loyal— 
Some hearts ever loving and true! 

And the joy and the peace they have brought me 
Have cheered me my whole journey through. 


Remedy For Heart Trouble 


[NGREDIENTS : Faith in God . . . Use unsparingly to 

encourage consecration. Love for others .. . Too much 
cannot be used. Hope... Add plenty to prevent discour- 
agement. Faith in others ... A generous amount increases 
ambition. Good cheer . . . In large measure chases away 
gloom. Kindness . . . A huge lump prevents friction. 


Pity . . . An important item, but use with discretion. 
Patience . . . Used generously promotes harmony. Sense 
of humor . . . Add for spice and variation. Thankful- 


ness... In large measure encourages appreciation. Cour- 
age ... Abundantly added stimulates effort. Smiles ... 
Generously sprinkled over all to relieve monotony. 
Blend all into a smooth rosy cream, apply a generous 
portion to the heart each morning. Massage well leaving 
a surplus to be absorbed. Follow at once with cheer- 
fulness, courage in facing life, and plenty of effort to 
make someone else happy. The results are amazing. 
Previous symptoms of heart trouble will disappear. 





Faith 


FAITH lifts us up when we fall—whispers ever to us 

to go on. Faith feeds our hungry hearts when we 
grow faint. It comforts us in sorrow—cheers in defeat 
—walks beside us when we tread the lonely way—keeps 
us brave in the midst of fears—keeps us from losing 
confidence in ourselves, even when others have lost confi- 
dence in us—lights up the way where the road is rough 
—directs us to the right road ahead. 
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Our ledge 


to greater loyalty; my hands to better service and 

my health to better living.” So goes the pledge of 
a large youth organization throughout the United States. 
It might be well for us to consider such a motto for our 
spiritual life. 

“I pledge my head to clearer thinking’— as a man 
thinketh, so is he, wrote the Wise Man; and expressing 
the same thought in other words, Jesus said, “Out of the 
abundance of the heart, the mouth speaketh.” Our 
thoughts control our whole manner of living—what we 
do, where we go, what we read and how we behave from 
day to day. Clear thinking is essential in all that we do 
in life from simple household duties to studying the 
Bible. The businessman could not successfully conduct 
his business with his mind cluttered with trivial things. 
Nor can we hope to attain our goal and successfully 
pursue the King’s business without our mind and our 
thoughts being fixed upon one single purpose, that of 
gaining eternal life. It has been said that Paul was a 
“one-idea” man, and his whole interest was focused on 
that one idea. He wrote to the Corinthian brethren that 
every thought must be brought under control. 

All of our thoughts are not naturally good, for we 
find “evil thoughts” at the head of the list of the thirteen 
evils as named by Jesus and among the seven abomi- 
nations listed in Proverbs 6. Neither are they all easily 
controlled. The mind must be filled with something, for 
it is always at work whether we realize it or not. If we 
would fill our minds with the good things, the manifold 
blessings of this life, and God’s promises, there would 
be no room left for the evil thoughts. Let us not deceive 
ourselves by thinking that God does not know what goes 
on in our minds. Job was aware that no thought could be 
withholden from God; and Paul tells us that the Word of 
God is “a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart.” 

One does not have to be with worldly-minded people 
very long to realize their thoughts are not of God or His 
kingdom, but only of earthly things. Most of their conver- 
sation is of unimportant things, not really worth talking 
about. Such light talk only increases ungodliness, and we 
must remember to let our speech be always to the glory 
of God and speak of things that edify. If God’s thoughts 
and words are in our thoughts, then we will be speaking 
them, for our lips magnify our thoughts. 

“I pledge my heart to greater loyalty.” In these times 
of surpassing wickedness, loyalty to God is almost 
unheard of except among a small minority. To the aver- 
age person, sufficient loyalty to God consists of attending 
Sunday morning Church service—when convenient, or 
when it does not conflict with some other engagement. 
God is not taken into their daily lives, nor is He given 
credit for the daily blessings which He bestows indis- 
criminately upon all. 

Jesus said, “except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in 
no case enter into the Kingdom of heaven.” No doubt 
the members of that strict Jewish sect were careful to 
keep the Sabbath. More than once they censured Jesus 
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for breaking it by healing on the Sabbath, but in spite 
of their outward show of loyalty, Jesus termed them with 
such unflattering titles as “hypocrites,” “vipers,” and 
“whited sepulchres.” Our loyalty to God must be in action 
every moment of every day. “Whether therefore ye eat 
or drink or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God,” 
wrote the last apostle. This “all” takes in not only our 
Sunday worship, but every day of the week and all that 
we do. If we are loyal to God, we will be doing all to 
His glory, walking, in His ways and making secure our 
piace in His kingdom. 

“I pledge my hands to better service.” Are we using 
our hands in the service of the Lord? We are commanded 
to use our heart, soul, mind and strength to love Him, 
so this would surely include our hands. “Hands” sym- 
bolize action, therefore our service must be more than 
just lip service. We must remember to be “doers of the 
Word, not hearers only.” His words must not be to us as 
a pleasant song only, but as goads by which we are 
admonished. Our service must not be just ordinary serv- 
ice, but increasingly better service. Part of that service is 
in being willing to listen to the Words of the Master. 
Mary was willing to listen and Jesus said of her, “Mary 
hath chosen that good part which shall not be taken away 
from her.” 

Our service to the Lord must be done willingly. David 
instructed his son Solomon to serve God with “a perfect 
heart and with a willing mind,” and the prophet Isaiah 
wrote, “If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the 
good of the land.” And again we are told “Do all things 
without murmurings and disputings.” Yes, it is for God 
to direct and for us to obey. 

“I pledge my health to better living.” This might well 
be applied to our spiritual health. In the world one does 
not have to look far from His own doorstep to find a need 
for better living. Many live in poverty and filth principally 
because of ignorance. Though we may appear outwardly 
clean, we might be filthy in God’s sight if not constantly 
washing in the Word and becoming clean. 

At the last call, he that is “filthy” shall be “filthy still,” 
and pleading ignorance will not be acceptable excuse to 
the Lord. We must use the water of life now while there 
is yet time that our hands and hearts may be clean, and 
by so doing, we shall become stronger and stronger— 
spiritually. When we have attained sufficient spiritual 
health, we shall be prepared for that better living that 
shall be brought to this earth when Christ returns to set 
up a righteous government. At that time, all shall pledge 
their heads, hearts, hands and health to the service of 
the Lord, and that pledge shall be kept, for the promise 
is, “Thou shalt not see evil any more.” 





Courage is a virtue that the young cannot spare. It is 
better to suffer a thousand reverses than to run away 
from this warfare against sin. 
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Endurance 


E READ and hear much about man’s desire to 

explore outer space and to visit other planets, 

and the endurance tests to which many are sub- 
mitting in order to be among the first candidates for 
these adventures. It is almost unbelievable the rigorous 
training these men will submit to, and the hazards that 
they will risk in order to gain a moment’s honor. The 
preparatory stress and strain could prove too exhaus- 
tive, and the anticipated flight never be realized. The 
tests must necessarily be long and severe in order to 
determine their physical fitness. 

But little do we hear about the Christian’s endurance; 
why he should submit to it; the severity of it; or the 
reward for undergoing such discipline. But we know 
that: “Not in achievement, but in endurance,” does 
character “show its divine grandeur, and its alliance 
with the infinite God.” 

The word endurance, is defined as; “to bear as pain, 
without giving way, withstand, suffer patiently.” 

The Christian’s life is one of suffering; it is the cruci- 
fying of our evil tendencies that brings pain. Our very 
lifeblood has to be shed in order to become the new 
creature to whom God makes such abundant promise. 
This is the endurance test: the sifting, the pruning, the 
polishing, the chipping and chiseling, the breaking of 
our own wills. All this testing will require patient endur- 
ance, and the secret of endurance is faith in God. 

Endurance is a much needed virtue. Many have been 
those whose endurance was insufficient. We have been 
warned in Prov. 24: 10, “If thou faint in the day of adver- 
sity thy strength is small,” or in other words, our endur- 
ance is lacking. Endurance must be cultivated all through 
the Christian journey. And as “the palm tree grows 
best beneath a ponderous weight, even so, the charac- 
ter of man.” 

Jesus said, “He will be saved who holds out to the 
very end” (Matt. 24:12, 13). We might be fruitful in 
many good works but if our endurance fails, short of our 
goal, all will be lost. 

What could be more precious than endurance? When 
friends fail us, endurance is needed to support us. When 
fellow companions on the journey falter and say, “The 
Lord delays His coming,” it is then that endurance keeps 
one moving steadily on the way. 

In Jesus’ parable of “The Sower,” He refers to the 
people lacking endurance as “stony soil.” “Those who are 
sown on stony soil, are the people who on hearing the 
word accept it with enthusiasm; but they have no root 
in themselves, they do not last; the next thing is that 
when the word brings trouble and persecution, they are 
at once repelled” (Mark 7:17, Moff.). Let us not be of 
the “stony ground” class, but take the admonition of 
Paul in II Tim. 2:3, “Thou therefore endure hardness, 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” 

We read in Heb. 12:7, “It is for discipline that we 
have to endure.” It is the discipline that we receive in 
the narrow way that builds character and fits us to 
merit the blessing of eternal salvation. 

The Apostle James has something to say about endur- 
ance. “Behold, we count them happy which endure.” 
Endurance will bring happiness now, the joy of accom- 


plishment, the thrill of victory. But it will bring much 
more in the end: “Blessed is he who endures under trial; 
for when he has stood the test he will gain the crown 
of life which is promised to all who love him” (Jas. 5: 
Els 2: 38). 

Faith in God will come through acquaintance with 
His word; joy will come through believing; patience will 
increase through trials; power to resist will come through 
prayer and persistent effor‘; victory will come through 
endurance; then glory will crown our efforts. 

The parasites of fear and doubt and unbelief cannot 
live in the warm sunshine of God’s love, and the fresh 
air of divine truth. It takes time to make a Christian, 
hence the need for endurance. “When God makes an oak 
it takes a hundred years, but He only takes two months 
to make a squash.” So with the Christian, it takes years 
of patient growth to make the tree that will stand the 
storms of life, and qualify for perpetuation, hence the 
virtue of endurance will be needed to the very end of 
life’s journey, 

Never let this truth slip: “He conquers who endures”! 


fe: ok ke 8 


If there is indeed a beautiful City of God, it seems 
every individual would desire to be one to enter through 
the pearly gates into the wonderful city to come: a city 
where no sorrow will ever be known, no trouble or 
difficulty ever arise; and we should desire to obtain it, 
for it will be worth our while. Having made ourselves 
clean of hands and pure of heart, our Master will associ- 
ate us with Him in bringing peace and happiness to the 
people. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (cont. ) 


(Continued from page 11) 
each faithful servant will be given immortality. 

Certainly God doesn’t will that any “should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance” (II Pet. 3:9). 
He would have all men to be saved. But He knows very 
well that all men will not make the necessary effort to 
fit themselves for salvation. Human perversity is too 
deeply rooted. Too many of us want our own way, and 
will have it, regardless of the consequences. 

And the idea of a second chance is not Biblical. “Behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold now is the day of sal- 
vation,” said the great apostle, (II Cor. 6:2). “As the 
tree falleth, there shall it be.” And Rev. 22: 10, 11 speaks 
of the time of final settlement at Christ’s coming in the 
following manner: “Seal not the sayings of the prophecy 
of this book: for the time is at hand. He that is unjust, 
let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him 
be filthy still: and he which is righteous, let him be right- 
eous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.” 
Christ’s coming is to be a day of reckoning to those who 
have promised to serve Him, not a day of opportunity 
for those who failed to serve Him during their lifetime 
when they had the chance to serve Him. 





August 8, 1959 MEGIDDO 


MESSAGE 9 





The King 's Daughter 


¢¢ HE KING’S DAUGHTER IS ALL glorious 
TT within; her clothing is of wrought gold.” These 
beautiful words, found in Ps. 45:18, convey 
to our imagination a character worthy of our highest 
esteem and greatest emulation; a character beautiful 
within and without. Who would not wish to be this King’s 
daughter? It is considered a great honor to be the daugh- 
ter of a noted ruler, whether he be king or president, and 
should we chance to meet “my lady’? no doubt we would 
see her arrayed in robes becoming to royalty, rich and 
costly. So if we wish to become a daughter of the future 
King of the whole earth, we too must clothe ourselves in 
garments befitting our station, for “her clothing is of 
wrought gold.” 

What a world of meaning is contained in that little 
word “wrought” which means, “Formed by labor’! 
Wrought gold is beaten and hammered until it can be 
worked into forms of exquisite beauty. God’s word is the 
hammer that must be used upon us until we become plia- 
ble and yielding so that we can be made over into new 
creatures; then we will be “all glorious within.” Unlike 
the daughters of present day monarchs who have their 
clothing prepared for them by others, if we become this 
King’s daughter we must make our own garments; we, 
alone, by careful and diligent labor must fashion our 
royal robes, and they must be of “fine linen clean and 
white,” “without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing.” 

In order to make any apparel we always wish to have 
a tried and true pattern, and this is no less true of our 
spiritual robe. God has given His well beloved Son Jesus 
to be our pattern, and “he suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that we should follow his steps.’’ Not only did 
God give us the Pattern, but also gave explicit and per- 
fect directions, through Jesus, the prophets, and apostles, 
which if we follow with careful precision in every detail, 
we shall have a garment beautiful in texture and perfect 
in design, and it will be of “wrought gold.” 

Let us begin to work on our royal robes by becoming 
armed with the mind of Christ. By daily study and medi- 
tation of God’s word we must get our mind so fortified 
with the gems of truth that we can upon every occasion 
banish the tempter with the words of our wonderful 
Pattern, “It is written.” We must strive each day to over- 
come some besetting sin, must daily put off the old man, 
become renewed in the spirit of our mind, and put on the 
new man which “is created in righteousness and true 
holiness.” 

If we follow our Pattern we will not work to please 
self, for “even Christ pleased not himself,” but said, “The 
Father hath not left me alone, for I do always those 
things that please him”; also, “My meat is to do the will 
of him that sent me and to finish his work.” We see this 
spirit manifested in Him even in His greatest agony, when 
alone in Gethsemane these words came from His lips: 
“Nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.” What an 
example for us to think of when we are in tried circum- 
stances and would so much desire to take the easier way! 
But we must follow our Pattern, 

It will take more than one stroke of the hammer to so 
bring our minds into subjection that we will always show 
a willing obedience. If we follow our Pattern we will “put 


on kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffer- 
ing, forbearing one another and forgiving one another.” 
We can indeed be “glorious within” if daily practicing 
these lovely virtues. The unkind thought may come, but 
we mist banish it immediately or there will surely be a 
“wrinkle” in our garment; a feeling of envy or jealousy 
may creep in unawares, an angry retort may rise to our 
lips when we feel we have been misrepresented; it is 
then we need to concentrate with all our energy on our 
Pattern, or we will surely find our garment becoming 
“spotted by the flesh.” 

“Humbleness of mind,” one of the homely virtues, and 
yet one of the hardest for the average person to practice, 
must be woven into the fabric of this wonderful robe, 
then it will produce in us that spirit which will readily 
receive the admonition, “Let all bitterness, and wrath, 
and anger, and clamor, be put away from you, with all 
malice.” It will take many strokes of the hammer to get 
us into this condition. The dircctions for this part of our 
pattern tells us, ““When he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed his 
cause to him that judgeth righteously.” Let us follow 
our Pattern closely in all things. 

In addition to all this, we must not forget our orna- 
ments, for a King’s daughter wears beautiful gems. First, 
we must adorn ourselves with “instruction,” which the 
Wise Man tells us is “an ornament of grace to thy head 
and chains about thy neck.” We are admonished by Peter, 
“Let not your adorning be that outward adorning, . .but 
let it be the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which 
is in the sight of God of great price.” Yes, these orna- 
ments are of great price, costly gems, and will greatly 
enhance the beauty of our spiritual robes. 

It is of the utmost importance that our apparel be 
fashioned according to the pattern and directions given 
by our Lord through Zechariah, “And it shall come to 
pass in the day of the Lord’s sacrifice that I will punish 
the princes and the King’s children, and all such as are 
clothed with strange apparel.” Let us not be found clad 
in this strange apparel, but let us all, as daughters of the 
King, so clothe ourselves that when the King returns he 
will “greatly increase our beauty”; for then he will clothe 
us with the “Garments of Salvation.” 


—- © —— 
The Lord Is Coming 


Jesus is coming from the heavens: 
His chariot-wheels draw nigh; 
And all “the wise” who understand 
For His appearing cry. 

Lord Jesus, come! Oh, swiftly come, 
Thy waiting saints release; 

And to this dark, dark earth restore 
The long-lost reign of peace. 

Praying with words the Spirit gives 
And watching thereunto, 

They fix their gaze upon the Lord, 
Who maketh “all things new” 

Till “things invisible’ appear 
To their anointed eyes, 

And faith, with outstretched hands, takes hold 
Of the eternal “Prize.” 


—Selected. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; 
for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, 
in the grave, whither thou goest” (Ecclesiastes 9: 10). 

Excellent advice, this, any way we look at it. Many of 
us remember the simple rime we learned as children: 

“All that you do, do with your might. 
Things done by halves are never done right.” 

A grade or two later, perhaps, we were struggling over 
the copy book maxim, “Anything that is worth doing at 
all is worth doing well.” Continuing the analogy, any- 
thing not worth doing well—and there are so very many 
such things—is a waste of time and should be dropped, 
that we may be able to concentrate on things that matter. 
It is wise, therefore, not to spread ourselves too thin by 
acquiring too many interests, for while a few rare souls 
may be eminently successful in a great many lines of 
work, the rule is, “jack of all trades and master of none.” 
The scatter-brained, halfhearted, halfway, “good 
enough” worker will not go far in this life, nor does he 
derive much satisfaction from his labor. We reap as we 
sow, getting from life just what we are willing to put 
into it. “He which soweth sparingly,” said the greatest 
Apostle, “shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth 
bountifully shall reap also bountifully” (II Cor. 9:6). 

This life being too short to explore every road, it is 
necessary for us to choose the pursuit which promises 
the greatest rewards. To those who have faith in the 
Word of God, the highest rewards of earth sink into utter 
nothingness in comparison with the glories offered by 
Wisdom to her faithful disciples. “Length of days is in 
her right hand, and in her left hand riches and honor” 
(Prov. 3:16). Eternal life, eternal health and vigor, 
eternal glory and power and dominion with Christ! All 
this—and a hundredfold in this life besides (Matt. 19: 
29). Where now are the tinsel joys and honors of earth? 
“Man that is in honor, and understandeth not, is like 
the beasts that perish” (Ps. 49: 20). Who would choose 
such a fate? 

Such a reward as the Almighty offers us, if worth 
anything at all, is certainly worth an “all out” effort, all 
we have and are, bent to one end. Only such an effort can 
or will succeed. If we win, nothing else will matter; if 
we lose, we have lived in vain. We can never hope to 
earn it—the prize is out of all proportion to our best 
efforts—but it is enough for us to make ourselves worthy 
of receiving it by changing our lives completely and 
utterly, crucifying the flesh in its every manifestation. 

He who approaches this gigantic proposition waver- 
ingly, with insufficient faith and courage, will find it a 
losing battle unless he persistently adds and cultivates 
these essentials. Constantly looking back at the things 
he has left behind, torn by doubt and indecision, maybe 
yes and maybe no, he dwells between two worlds and 
loses both. In the days when Israel went forth to war at 
the command of Jehovah, the fearful and fainthearted 


were ordered to return home lest they lower the morale 
of the rest of the army. 

“A double minded man is unstable in all his ways,” said 
James (1:8). Isn’t it true? We cannot serve God with 
a divided heart; we must be one thing or the other. The 
sin of the Laodicean church was not rebellion or vice or 
heresy, but lukewarmness, and es such it drew the most 
scathing of rebukes. Religion with them was a “spare 
time” matter; the cares of this life crowded out the 
really important things. “Meditate upon these things,” 
that great one-purpose man, Paul, wrote to his spiritual 
son Timothy, “give thyself wholly to them” (I Tim. 4: 
15). Not halfway, or even mostly but wholly. This thread 
of singleness of heart, of one increasing purpose, runs 
through the entire sacred Volume. “This one thing I 
do ...I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:13, 14). 

This by no means precludes working for our living, 
for this is a part—but only a part—of “these things.” 
The life—eternal life—is more than meat, and the body 
than raiment. The Scriptures emphatically denounce im- 
providence or slothfulness in temporal things (Prov. 18: 
9; Rom. 12:11; II Thess. 3:10; I Tim. 5:8). Slackness 
in everyday affairs is a pretty sure indication of a weak- 
ness somewhere in the character. The spiritual man will 
look upon his business as a stewardship, God’s business, 
and handle it accordingly. It is merely a matter of mo- 
tives, of balance, of putting first things first. 

The latter half of our meditation text contains a sol- 
emn warning for old and young. Now is the time to do 
the good things we have been dreaming of; tomorrow 
may be too late. This verse in itself is a death blow to the 
pagan theory of the immortality of the soul. Dr. Moffatt 
renders it, “no pursuit, no plan, no knowledge or intelli- 
gence, within the grave where you are going,” or, as the 
Douay Version has it, “in hell, whither thou art hasten- 
ing”’—Sheol, the grave, the common receptacle of all 
human beings. This all adds up to the sleep of the dead, 
even to annihilation if we end our days without accepting 
God and agreeing to serve Him. In any event, death is 
the end of probation, definitely and finally. When the 
spark flickers and dies, our book of remembrance is 
sealed, to be opened, for better or worse, at the Last 
Judgment. And since death, with its thousand doors, is 
so nigh each of us every hour of the day, since at best 
our time is very short, so much to do and so little done, 
how very important that we be found daily living in 
expectancy, planning as if we were eternal but con- 
ducting ourselves as if today were our last. Only so can 
we claim the assurance that “the angel of the Lord 
encampeth round about them that fear Him, and deliv- 
ereth them” (Ps. 34: 7). Protected by these “ministering 
spirits” (Heb. 1:14), we are assured of sufficient time 
to complete our work of overcoming self; time enough, 
but no more. 

Forget the past and live the present hour; 

Now is the time to work, the time to fill 
The soul with noblest thoughts, the time to will 
Heroic deeds, to use whatever dower 
Heaven has bestowed, to test our utmost power. 
Now is the time to work, and, better still, 
To serve our God alone; o’er sin and ill 
To rise triumphant; thus the perfect flower 
Of life shall come to fruitage. 





Questions and Answers 


BIBLICAL 


The Restitution 


Our correspondent in Centertown, Ky., writes enthusi- 
astically of his hope of the restitution of all things, which 
prospect he hopes that we share with him. There are 
Scripture texts that appear to him to support this posi- 
tion. Acts 3: 19—21, for example: “Repent ye therefore, 
and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, 
when the times of refreshing shall come from the pres- 
ence of the Lord; and he shall send Jesus Christ which 
before was preached unto you: whom the heavens must 
receive until the times of the restitution of all things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets since the world began.” 

To one warmly acquiescent with this line of thought 
it seems that this text teaches a universal resurrection, 
a reinstating of a condition of bliss antedating a “fall,” 
(the supposed fall of Adam in Eden,) and the ultimate 
salvation of all the human race. This hope may be assur- 
ing, it may bring comfort, it may agree with our concep- 
tion of a God of unbounded love and mercy, but—is it 
Scriptural? 

To the “restitutionist” one statement that seems to 
support his belief is: “For as in Adam all die, even so 
in Christ shall all be made alive.” (I Cor. 15: 22). Says 
he: It is God’s plan to have “all men to be saved, and to 
come to a knowledge of the truth.” It is not His plan that 
any should “be lost.’”’ True, these phrases are found in 
the Bible, and are intended for us to believe. However, 
let us not make the mistake of taking words out of their 
connection, or arraying one divine statement against 
another. 

Let us quote again Acts 3:21, “whom the heavens 
must receive until the time of the restitution of all things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets since the world began.” Do these words indicate 
the resurrection to life of every man who has lived since 
the day of salvation for this planet began with Adam? 
Let us see. The prophet Obadiah speaks forthrightly of 
the status of the heathen in death: “For as ye have drunk 
upon my holy mountain, so shall all the heathen drink 
continually, yea, they shall drink, and they shall swallow 
down, and they shall be as though they had not been.” 
Here is one group of mankind which the prophets never 
spoke of God restoring. They “shall be as though they 
had not been.” 

Jeremiah 51:57 describes the fate of Babylon with 
these words: “And I will make drunk her princes, and 
her wise men, her captains, and her rulers, and her 
mighty men: and they shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and 
not wake, saith the King, whose name is the Lord of 
hosts.” No chance for restoration here. “They shall sleep 
a perpetual sleep and not wake.” Furthermore the 
Psa'mist, in Psalm 49, classes all who live their lives in 
their own way without recognizing divine authority, 
as comparable to sheep: “Nevertheless man being in 
honor abideth not: he is like the beasts that perish... 
Like sheep they are laid in the grave; death shall feed 
upon them; and the upright shall have dominion over 
them in the morning: and their beauty shall consume in 


August 8, 1959 


PERSONAL 





CURRENT 


the grave from their dwelling . .. Man that is in honor, 
and viderstandeth not, is like the beasts that perish.” 
Wili che beasts be restored to life at the resurrection? If 
so then the man in honor who does not recognize God 
may also be restored. 

We ask, What has God promised to restore? He has 
promised to restore from death all who have faithfully 
served Him. Said the Psalmist, “But God will redeem 
my soul from the power of the grave, for he shall receive 
me” (Ps. 49:15). The Patriarch Job had a bright hope 
of a restoration, and of being elevated above the plane 
of mortality, he said: “For 1 know that my Redeemer 
liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth: and though after my skin worms destroy this 
body, yet in my flesh shall I see God” (Job 19: 25, 26). 
God revealed His plan to the Prophet Hosea with these 
words: “I will ransom them from the power of the grave; 
I will redeem them from deatn: O death, I will be thy 
plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction” (Hos. 13: 
14). 

Furthermore, all covenant makers, faithful and 
unfaithful, shall be restored to mortal life by a resur- 
rection of the body, but not all will receive the change 
to immortality. “Many of them that sleep in the dust of 
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some 
to shame and everlasting contempt” (Dan. 12:2). From 
this statement we learn two factors: the resurrection 
will not be universal, “many’”—not all—‘‘of them that 
sleep, shall awake,” and they shall awake for their 
reward, not for continued probation: “some to ever- 
lasting life, and some to shame and everlasting con- 
tempt.” And speaking of the covenant makers, Paul 
included all under the blanket term, “we.” “We mus* 4/1 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every 
one may receive the things done in his body, according 
to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (II Cor. 
5:10). And Jesus Himself pictured a class of people 
never to be restored. Those traveling the broad way 
shall end in destruction. 

God once maintaned a temporal kingdom upon earth, 
the kingdom of Israel, under David and his sons. It ter- 
minated, and He promised to restore it. The promise 
to Mary at the birth of Christ was: “Thou shalt... 
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall 
be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: 
and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of 
his father David: and he shall reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no 
end” (Luke 1:31—33). 

The statement, “As in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive,” does not prove universal salva- 
tion, or even a universal resurrection. “As in Adam,” 
that is, as in the plan common to earthborns, “all die,” 
so all in Christ shall be made alive. But that statement 
doesn’t even presuppose that all will be in Christ. Jesus 
said, “Ye will not come to me that ye might have life” 
(John 5:40). “Strait is the gate, and narrow is the 
way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find 
it” (Matt. 7:14). As we have just shown, every cove- 
nant maker, all in Christ, all who have agreed to pursue 
the Christian life, shall be esurrected and judged, and 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Lite Is Like A Road 


Life is like a road: : 
It goes up the mountain to the vision glorious; 2 
It descends into the valley of despond; 
It becomes wide, straight and smooth; 
It detours over 2 rough and bumpy surface; : 
It winds through pleasant lands; 
It is blocked with the snows of fear ak 


It becomes slippery and dangerous with the ice of failure; 


Life 25 like a road--we must take it as it comes. 


“Go” is the signal to act and achieve; 


“Stop” 2s the warning to apply our mental brakes 
when negative thoughts enter our minds; 
“Slow” is a hint to slow down, see the scenery and 


use caution as we go along’ 


Life is like a road--a successful, mth journey is up to us. 
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Life is like a road. 
There are signs to guide us: 
“Keep to the Reght” zs the first law of happiness; 


“Safety Zone’ suggests considering the other fellow-- 
the Golden Rule in practice; 
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